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Darts
BARRY Rutherford put an end 
to Mark Robinson’s recent run 
of form in the Knack Premier 
League with a hard fought 5-3 
win to record his first win in 
nine games.

He included two 20-darter 
legs in the win.

Kevin 
Guy moved 
back to 
top spot 
with an 
excellent 
win against 
reigning 
champion 
Graham 
Mullen 
who had 
replaced 
him at the 
top last week.

Guy stormed out of the blocks 
to take a 3-0 lead including a 
116 checkout before Mullen 
threatened a comeback. But 
Guy proved too strong with a 
15-dart leg to clinch the win.

John Redpath beat Paul 
Gillibrand 5-1 in the first of 
his two games on the night 
before coming up against Paul 
Williams. His deadly finishing 
was the difference between the 
two players with Paul checking 
out on a 132 in a 5-1 win. 

Steve Skinner pulled off a 
shock draw against Paul earlier 
in the night with Williams 
finishing again being the 
difference, this time however it 
was missed double’s what cost 
Paul two points and the chance 
to move top.

Spiller Henderson produced a 
spirited display which included 
a 180, but ran into an on-form 
Jimmy Ashett who came out on 
top 5-0 with a maximum of his 
own.

Eddie Ashman was another 5-
0 winner against Anthony Gale 
who seems to be struggling for 
form despite an impressive start 
to the season.

Anth Skelton inflicted 
a second defeat on Paul 
Gillibrand on the night with a 
comfortable 5-1 win which saw 
him move up to eighth place.

Davey Thompson hit 14 ton 
plus scores and a tremendous 
122 checkout to secure a fine 
5-1 win over Martin Price.

Ray Malarkey pushed Neil 
Rose all the way to a deciding 
leg, but came up just short as 
Rose bounced back from last 
week’s defeat to cement his place 
in the top eight with a 5-3 win.

Alan Smith and Phil “the 
power” Dunn shared the points 
with a 4-4 draw in a game both 
players had numerous chances 
to win.
Results: Paul Gillibrand 1 John Redpath 5, 
Mark Robinson 3 Barry Rutherford 5, Alan 
Smith 4 Phil Dunn 4, Ray Malarkey 3 Neil 
Rose 5, Davey Thompson 5 Martin Price 1, 
Paul Williamson 4 Steve Skinner 4, Spiller 
Henderson 0 Jimmy Ashett 5, Eddie Ashman 
5 Anthony Gale 0, Kevin Guy 5 Graham Mullen 
2, Anth Skelton 5 Paul Gillibrand 1, Paul 
Williams 5 John Redpath 1.

Cycling
A BUSY weekend saw 
Sunderland Clarion riders taking 
part in three separate events, 
including two days racing in 
Stockton as part of the Stockton 
Festival of Cycling. 

On Sunday, several riders took 
part in the warm-up event for the 
headline event of the weekend 
– the Stockton Grand Prix, part of 
the professional Premier Calendar 
series. 

The 3/4 category race saw 
riders take on a technical and fast 
circuit around the riverside area. 

The course saw the field 
depleted very quickly with a 
number of tight corners requiring 
riders to sprint out of them, an 
effort that is amplified the further 
back in the bunch a rider is. 

The first two Clarion riders to 
suffer were Matt France and Tony 
Gibson, with France opting to 
retire after 23 minutes of racing. 

Gibson carried on, doing his 
utmost to pull around a group of 
riders around the course who had 
been dropped by the main pack. 

Meanwhile, Chris Barnard, Stu 
Gray, and Charles Monchâtre 
remained in the main group, 
which was busy completing the 
circuit at a relentless pace.

In the end the pace was too 
much for all but Barnard, who 
came in 15th behind eventual 
winner Shaun Tyson (Adept 
Precision Racing Team/North 
East Healthcare Solutions).

On Friday night, Stockton 
hosted a town centre crit race, 
which was raced in wet and 
miserable conditions. 

Again it was a warm-up event 
for the professionals, who took 
part in round two of the National 
Circuit race series.

In the end, only Paul Cottrell 
represented the Clarion where the 

hazardous conditions proved too 
much. The race was won by Will 
Brown (Blackhawk Bikes).

Meanwhile, Neil Wallbank 
returned to racing after a lengthy 
absence and took part in the 
Infinity Cycles 9-mile Time Trial. 

Neil was a former novice 
champion in the club, back in 
1991, and road race champion in 
1998. 

He completed the course, also 
used weekly for Houghton CC’s 
time trial, in 24:34. 

The event was won by William 
Haynes (Blackhawk Bikes) in a 
time of 20:08.
H Houghton CC evening nine-
mile time trial: Paul Tyler (Cestria CC) 
23min 20sec, Nick Jobson (Cestria CC) 24.27, 
Craster Bryce (S’land Clarion) 25.12, Alan 
Palmer (Houghton CC) 25.14, Peter Tuckwell 
(Houghton CC) 25.15, Julian Long (S’land 
Clarion) 26.12, Steve Kerr (S’land Clarion) 
26.36, Joe Applegarth (Houghton CC) 27.13, 
Peter Baggarley (S’land Clarion) 27.41, Barry 
Richards (Houghton CC) 28.19, Dave Marshall 
(Cestria CC) 28.35, Chuck Taylor (Houghton 
CC) 28.35

Rutherford 
too good for 
Robinson

Clarion riders suffer as 
conditions take toll

Bradley Wiggins was expecting 
his Tour de France lead to come 
under threat on today’s 11th stage, 
when he will become the first Brit-
on to wear the yellow jersey for 
four days in one Tour.

Wiggins’ advantage of one 
minute 53 seconds over defending 
champion Cadel evans (BMC rac-
ing) remained intact after the 10th 
stage to Bellegarde-sur-Valserine, 
won by France’s Thomas Voeckler 
(europcar).

The 148-kilometre 11th stage 
from albertville to la Toussuire 
– featuring two hors categorie (be-
yond category) climbs and ending 
with an 18km category one ascent 
– was set to see further attacks on 
his hold on the maillot jaune.

“It’s the toughest day of the race, 
so it’s going to be a big day,” said 
Wiggins, who was set to succeed 
the previous best British yellow 
stint set by Chris Boardman in 
1994 and david Millar in 2000.

Keeping the yellow jersey in Paris 
on July 22 is Wiggins’ main goal.

Not only will he have to fend off 
rivals, but the race leader faces a 
daily inquisition.

The 32-year-old londoner on 
Sunday exploded into an exple-
tive-laden rant when questioned on 
Twitter speculation regarding drugs.

Questioned again on the spectre 
of doping in cycling – an issue rel-
evant due to remy di Gregorio’s 
detention by French police yester-
day and with the ongoing United 
States anti-doping agency inquiry 
into the US Postal team – Wiggins 
explained his frustration at being 
shrouded by suspicion.

Wiggins, whose reply lasted more 

than two and a half minutes, said: 
“There’s one reason why I’m in this 
position and that’s because I’ve 
worked hard and I shouldn’t have 
to justify all that other stuff which 
we spoke about the other day to 
certain parts of the world.”

Wiggins crashed out of the 2011 
Tour with a broken collarbone, 
but won the Paris-Nice, Tour de 
romandie and Criterium du dau-
phine stage races this season and 
has carried his form into the Tour.

He added: “It’s not like I’ve just 
come from nowhere.

“I’ve been three times Olympic 
champion on the track; people 
have to realise what kind of engine 
you need to win an Olympic gold 
medal as an individual pursuiter.

“I’ve been six times world cham-
pion, fourth in the Tour de France, 
third in the Vuelta last year.”

Wiggins expecting 
attacks on Tour lead

SOON the bombardment 
will begin. The onslaught of 
saturated Olympic coverage 

is only a fortnight away and the 
merits of hitherto unheralded 
archers, fencers and canoeists 
will be thrust into the limelight.

But what of the games’ lesser cousin, 
the Winter Olympics?

Other than sporadic interest in British 
medal-winning disciplines such as curling 
and skeleton bob, the Winter games really 
are confined to the bracket of fringe 
sports.

There is an obvious geographic factor 
behind the discrepancy between interest 
in snow sports on these shores and the 
take-up on the Continent.

But in Sunderland at least, skiing is 
enjoying a sustained spell of audience 
participation.

ravens Ski Club, based at the 
Silksworth dry ski slope, has been 
running for 30 years, with around 100 
members training twice a week.

While that pales in comparison with 
the uptake in more established sports, 
the ravens are one of a rare breed of 
active clubs at sporadically located dry 
ski slopes.

There are no other facilities like 
it anywhere else in the North east. 
edinburgh and leeds offer the nearest to 
a neighbouring slope.

and after hosting both the British 
Championships and Inter-regional dual 
Slalom competition last weekend, skier 
and ravens committee member richard 
Weir believes Silksworth offers the perfect 
grounding for those eager to try their 
hand on snow in this neck of the woods.

“The nearest dry ski slopes are in 
edinburgh, leeds and Manchester so it’s 
quite a unique facility,” said Weir.

“One of our racers, Francesca lee, 
lives in Kendal and she comes over here 
twice a week.

“It is great preparation for skiing on 
snow.

“There are so many things that are so 

similar, even the basic things like getting 
your balance right.

“Then there is the challenge of getting 
the sheer confidence to go to the top of 
the slope and let yourself go down when 
you are out of your comfort zone.”

From a competitive aspect, ravens 
compete both at Silksworth and around 
the country under a seven-strong 
coaching team.

But it is the age-old tradition of the 
school ski trip that provides the annual 
boost in numbers to the club.

“We have produced a whole host of 
athletes over the years,” said Weir.

“There are about 70 skiers but not 
everybody is a racer.

“People come off a ski holiday or come 
here before they go on a school trip and 
they realise it is a wonderful thing and 

come back. We usually get about half-a-
dozen members a year like that.

“We have got coaches who can take 
skiers from the basic snow plough 
descent to parallel skiing and eventually 
going through racing gates.

“We have got a programme that covers 
any ability really, although it’s mostly 
children who come before school trips 
and they can go through the system.

“The adults tend to get involved 
through their kids because it’s better 
taking part than standing around getting 
cold.”

He added: “We work very closely with 
the Silksworth management team as they 
are the people that run the centre day-in, 
day-out.

“It is a council facility, but they are 
obviously trying to promote the use of the 

Ravens 
sWoop

slope all the time.
“We email schools and run 

our own website to get people 
constantly interested in skiing.

“We do get a hiatus around the 
winter and the school ski trips and 
then a bit of a drop off because kids 
are doing other commitments and 
school activities.”

ravens featured in the mix for 
medals at both events last weekend.

at the British Championships, 
ravens had several individual 
winners with lois Jackson, 10, 
triumphing in the girl’s under-12s 
events, Millie Jackson, 13, finishing 
top in the under-14s and Francesca 
lee, 14, victorious in the under-16s.

rory Farren, 14, was the runner-
up in the boys under-16s, while 
Weir, 47, himself finished second in 
the Masters.

But the ravens, representing the 
North east, were unable to muster 

the same success in the dual slalom 
competition.

The event sees two teams 
of seven facing each other in a 
downhill relay, with participants 
competing one-on-one until they 
reach the racing gate at the bottom 
of the slope.

Once the first entrant goes 
through the gate, the next racer at 
the top of the hill sets off and so on, 
with the winners the first to get all 
of their team to the bottom of the 
slope.

Weir said: “It can be a really 
exciting competition because not 
only are you in a relay, but you’re 
skiing against another team on a 
parallel course.

“all the teams have a variety of 
speeds and ages, ranging from me at 
47 to lois Jackson at 10, so it really 
keeps the excitement going among the 
spectators over who is going to win.”

ravens a team, represented by 
adam O’Mara, Millie Jackson, Tom 
larby, James Milstead, Ian Jackson, 
Francesca lee and rory Farren 
reached the quarter-finals before 
they were eliminated by the Central 
england Ski association’s second 
string.

The ravens B team of Kate 
Jackson, Ben Charlton, lois 
Jackson, Georgie Beer, richard 
Weir, lawrence Beer and roddy 
Weir were unable to advance 
beyond the group stages.

The eventual winners of the 
competition were Central england 
Ski association’s first team.
H For more information on the 
Ravens, visit their website at 
http://ravensskiclub.blogspot.
co.uk.

sUnDeRLanD’s Ravens ski 
Club have enjoyed a busy week 
on the slopes after hosting 
two national championships 
at their silksworth 
base.

The echo’s 
Chris Young 
discovered a 
club thriving at 
one of the north 
east’s most unique 
facilities.

CHaMpIons: Sunderland Ravens Ski team members winners at the British Artificial Ski Slope 
Championships, held at Silksworth. Left to right, first placed in their class; Francesca Lee, 14, Lois 
Jackson, 10, Millie Jackson, 13, and second place winners; Rory Farren, 14 and Richard Weir.

aCTIon GIRL: Sunderland Ravens Ski team member Francesca Lee.

sLaLoM QUeens: Action from the British Artificial 
Ski Slope Championships, held at Silksworth.

GoInG DoWnHILL FasT: Great 
skill needed on the slopes, right.

We have got a programme 
that covers any ability 
really, although it’s mostly 
children who come before 
school trips and they can 
go through the system.

Local skiing champions 
heralded as Silksworth hosts 

national championships

THoMas 
voeCkLeR

CHRIs 
BaRnaRD

seaham knack Darts Table
P W D L F A Pts

Kevin Guy ........... 19 15 3 1 88 42 48
Jimmy Ashett ...... 19 15 2 2 89 36 47
Paul Williams ...... 19 15 2 2 85 32 47
Graham Mullen ... 19 15 1 3 64 37 46
Davey Thompson 19 13 2 4 79 47 41
Eddie Ashman .... 19 13 1 5 79 41 40
Neil Rose ........... 19 11 3 5 78 59 36
Anth Skelton ...... 19 7 5 7 69 62 26
Steve Skinner ..... 19 7 5 7 65 64 26
Spiller Henderson 19 6 6 7 63 71 24
Mark Robinson ... 19 6 5 8 64 74 23
John Redpath ..... 19 6 4 9 58 69 22
Paul Gillibrand .... 19 6 3 10 58 75 21
Phil Dunn ........... 19 4 5 10 46 76 17
Ray Malarkey ...... 19 4 4 11 52 77 16
Alan Smith ......... 19 3 5 11 56 82 14
Anthony Gale ...... 19 4 2 13 45 81 14
Neil Richardson .. 19 2 4 12 42 81 13
Barry Rutherford . 19 3 1 15 42 85 10
Martin Price ....... 19 1 3 15 45 89 6

BaRRY 
RUTHeRFoRD


